Case and Tense

Case and tense seem totally unrelated at first sight, the first one pertaining to the 
nominal domain, denoting properties of individuals, the second one to the verbal domain, 
denoting properties of events. Case alternations triggered by tense (or aspect), however, 
are not at all uncommon, and the question is why. Our aim is to provide an explanation 
for this type of differential case marking, focusing on the interaction between case and 
tense, and conflicts between nominal and verbal reference. In particular, we will discuss 
case alternations that can be analysed in terms of a difference between stage and 
individual level predication (Poudel 2008).  Our proposal is to analyse the case-tense 
interaction in terms a verification procedure for factuality. That is, we will argue that 
morphological case on a subject or an object may be required in situations when the 
hearer is not able to check the factuality (realization) of the denoted event.

