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The presentation focuses on problems and opportunities of collecting data for temperature terms research. Field methods have been used so far (Sutrop, Toome), and they give enough information to determine basic terms and to build up scales, but for studying semantics and collocations in particular one would need the temperature term in the sentence. To collect the temperature terms together with the sentence they occur in, the Corpus of Estonian Literary Language (Tartu University) is used. 

Maria Koptjevskaja-Tamm has done very thankful work on temperature terms research and assembles the Guidelines for collecting linguistic expressions for temperature concepts (Version 1; December 2007). Using these guidelines three Estonian temperature adjectives (kuum ‘hot’, palav ‘hot’ and tuline ‘hot’) are analysed, focusing on ‘tactile’ meaning of those terms. 
In result of analysing 100 sentences with each adjective, excluding those where the adjective has been used as a metaphor, I found out that

· kuum refers to both tactile and non-tactile temperature;
· palav refers mostly to non-tactile temperature, sometimes to tactile temperature as well, but then the adjective describes food of parts of the body;
· tuline refers mostly to tactile temperature.
According to Sutrop (1999, 2002) kuum is basic term, the others are not.

References

Koptjevskaja-Tamm, Maria; Rakhilina, Ekaterina V. 2004. “Some like it hot”: on semantics of temperature adjectives in Russian and Swedish. – http://www.ling.su.se/staff/tamm/Temp-corn_fin.pdf, 06.04.2004
Koptjevskaja-Tamm, Maria. 2007. Guidelines for collecting linguistic expressions for temperature concepts. http://www.ling.su.se/staff/tamm/Tempquest.pdf 
Plank, Frans; Sutrop, Urmas. 1999. Tempareture terms questionnaire. Universität Konstanz.

Sutrop, Urmas. 1998. Basic temperature terms and subjective temperature scale. –  Lexicology, Vol. 4/1. Berlin, New York: Walter de Gruyter, pp. 60-104.

Sutrop, Urmas. 2002. The vocabulary of sense perception in Estonian: Structure and history. Opuscula Fenno-Ugrica Gottingensia, Bd. 8. Frankfurt am Main [etc]: Lang.

