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Compared to the impressive progress within typological research in grammar and phonetics / phonology, typological research on lexicon has been relatively modest. There are likewise very few established semantic universals in the lexicon (Goddard 2001, von Fintel & Matthewson 2008) compared to other parts of the language (cf. the Universals Archive at the Uniberstität Konstanz). In my talk I will concentrate on what I view as three major possible foci in lexical typology: 1. Stratification of semantic domains; 2. Polysemy, semantic associations and semantic shifts; and 3. Interaction between vocabulary and grammar. I will use my on-going work on linguistics of temperature to illustrate the three foci, to show various kinds of questions that a lexical typologist would be interested in and to discuss the major methodological and theoretical challenges that such an enterprise is bound to encounter.   
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