Estonian - a language in European periphery
Helle Metslang

In the approaches to Europe as linguistic area (European Sprachbund, Standard Average European, Europeanisms, Euroversals, etc.) Estonian belongs to the languages, that have little in common with the central European languages. In the broad sense, all features that are typical to many languages in Europe could be considered as Europeanisms. In the narrow sense, the features that are spread also in other parts of the world will be excluded. 
In the paper the morphosyntactic characteristics of Estonian are compared with the characteristics of the typical European languages (in both senses) from the point of view of dynamic typology (Heine & Kuteva 2006). From the 12 features of SAE (Haspelmath 2001) in Estonian are present three, and in the case of five more features we can see developments towards SAE (Metslang 2009). Some further likely European features are present in Estonian. Also the Estonian in general is not very exotic; like Finnish (Dahl 2008), it has the number of cases as its main peculiarity. So, although Estonian does not belong to the SAE, it may be considered as approaching to them.
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